
There may have been work in which 
we were involved that did not turn 
out as well as we had hoped, and so 
can feel failure. While it can be difficult 
to put past disappointments and hurt 
behind us, still we are called to let the 
past go and look ahead.

Of course, as well as his failures, Paul 
had many successes. But, here too, 
while it is good to remember all that 
went well, we are reminded not to rest 
on our laurels. The Christian journey is 
one of going forward; of planning and 
preparing for the future. Yes, it is good 
and proper to enjoy  life as it is in the 
present but ultimately, our focus is on 
God. And as his ‘pilgrim people’ we are 
called to move forward in His service.

So, no matter what may have happened 
in the past, 
let us all, 
t o g e t h e r , 
look forward 
and move 
forward in 
God’s service 
as His people.

With every 
blessing,
Alan.
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From the minister ...
Dear Friends,

Whilst some will already be aware, I 
was appointed by the Kirk Session as 
Pastoral Locum from the beginning of 
April. It is expected that my time here 
will last until Bryan is able to return.

Although I am known to a number 
of folks at Greyfriars, for those 
I have not yet met, I thought a 
short introduction giving some 
background might be helpful. 

My name is Alan Grant and I am a 
member and Elder at Carluke: St John’s 
and currently serve as Convenor of 
the Congregational Development 
Committee at Presbytery. I am also a 
Reader and have conducted worship 
in various Churches, mostly within 
Lanark Presbytery, for some 20 years.

By profession, I was a Mining Surveyor 
with much of my career involved in 
problems associated with old mine 
workings. Following retirement just 
over two years ago, I was appointed 
as Pastoral Locum to Carnwath 
and Carstairs Church, a position 
held until the Induction of their 
new Minister at the end of March.

Now at Greyfriars, in addition to 
conducting funerals, undertaking 
Pastoral Support and visiting I shall also be 
conducting Sunday morning worship. 

My first introduction here was by 
helping at the Easter Holiday Club 
and I must say that, as well as the 
enthusiasm of the 100 or so children 
who attended, this was matched only 
by the enthusiasm and hard work of the 
Leaders. In the weeks since, it is really 
encouraging to see so many different 
people working away to keep the life 
of the Church so active at this time. 
I hope, in my own way, I will able to 
be of some help during my time here.

I remember the first morning I arrived. 
It was a dry, bright, sunny and pleasant 
day. At the beginning of April we 

were well into Spring and anticipating 
that this would be the start of a fine, 
settled spell of weather to take us into 
Summer. As I write this article, however, 
that fine Spring weather has long since 
disappeared. Since then, we have had 
rain, cold winds, hail and even some 
snow on a couple of days at the end of 
April. Instead of looking forward, some 
have been looking back, wondering 
where the better weather has gone. 

No matter what time of the year, 
however, when things aren’t going 
particularly well for us, we often 
look back and think of better times. 
Times when life seemed easier and 
less pressured. Times when, perhaps, 
we felt happier and more content.

But while it is good to look back, 
Christ also calls us to look forward. It 
is something which the Apostle Paul 
also emphasised. In his letter to the 
Philippians (3: 13-14) he wrote: “But 
one thing I do: forgetting what is 
behind and straining towards what is 
ahead, I press on towards the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenwards in Christ Jesus”. For 
Paul, life was about looking forward.

Paul had many difficulties in his life. 
Not least of all his earlier vigorous 
and ruthless campaign of persecuting 
those first Christians and the infant 
Church. Looking back, it would  have 
been a time he bitterly regretted. But 
no matter what he had done, no matter 
what he had got wrong, he never let 
his past hold him back. He always 
look forward; always on the move.

At times we can hold on too much 
to events of the past. We may have 
regrets or disappointments that we 
cannot let go. We may have been upset 
by what someone said or did; upset by 
the way we felt we were treated. What 
can make it even harder to bear and 
let go, is that it may been by someone 
at Church, a fellow Christian. By 
events of the past we may even find 
ourselves giving up on the Church.

Article Deadlines
We hope you enjoy this issue of our 
Greyfriars Gazette. As always, we are 
keen to receive any articles, messages, 
or items of interest that you would like 
to see in a future issue – so, do let us 
know of any ideas or input you may 
have.
Please keep a note of the upcoming 
dates for submitting any articles you 
have for this year’s future issues, as 
follows:
•	 Sunday	31st	July	2016	(printed	
mid August)
•	 Sun	 30th	 October	 2016	
(printed mid November)
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Greyfr iars  Gui ld Greyfriars 
Worship

Worship is at the heart of all that we 
do in Greyfriars. There are many 
opportunities to come together for 
worship and we hope to be able to 
welcome you to some or all of our 
services.

May
22nd 11am Morning Worship
29th 11am Morning Worship with   
  Sacrament of Holy   
  Communion
June
5th 10:30am Joint service in St.   
  Nicholas Church
 12noon Kirkin’ of the Lord   
  Cornet Elect in St.   
  Nicholas Church
12th 11am Morning Worship
19th 11am Sunday School    
  Prizegiving
26th	11am	 Midsummer	BBQ		 	
  Service at Cleghorn   
  Mains
July
3rd 10:30am Ecumenical Service in   
  St. Nicholas
10th 10:30am Joint Service in St.   
  Nicholas
17th 10:30am Joint Service in St.   
  Nicholas
24th 10:30am Joint Service in    
  Greyfriars
31st 10:30am Joint Service in    
  Greyfriars
August
7th 10:30am Ecumenical Service in   
  EU Church
14th 11am Back to School Sunday   
  Service
21st 11am Morning Worship
28th 9:30am Traditional    
  Communion Service
 11am Morning Worship
September
4th 11am Morning Worship with 
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Remember that we want as many 
people as possible to be a part of our 
worship at Greyfriars. If you cannot 
attend our services you can watch 
it live, or when convenient, on the 
church website.
We look forward to worshipping 
with you in 
Greyfriars.

This winter our Guild has enjoyed a great 
variety of excellent speakers. They have 
all been very different but all have been 
informative and very well prepared. 

Our recent Daffodil Tea raised the sum 
of £720 and we are really grateful to 
everyone who contributed in all sorts 
of ways to the success of the morning. 
The proceeds will be split between our 
Church and the Guild projects. This 
year one of the projects benefitting 
will be The Ascension Trust which 
oversees the work of individual Street 
Pastor initiatives in Scotland.  There are 
currently 500 Street Pastors in Scotland  
who are all members of a local Christian 
congregation. All the work they do is co 
-ordinated from a rented office in Perth.

Our second charity is ‘Care for the 
Family’ which is a project to help new 

Q Tell me about your personal faith.
I find it difficult to describe my personal 
faith, but it is supremely important to 
me – perhaps I should sum it up by 
saying “do as you would be done by” or 
as a beloved aunt said to a very small 
me “Don’t judge others until you know 
why they behave as they do because 
you might then behave just as they 
do.” This latter advice I always found 
very helpful in stressful situations 
when I taught teenagers.

Q What do you enjoy most about 
being part of the Greyfriars family?
I learned early, as a little three year 
old, that a church family can provide 
caring, love and laughter as I went 
with my mother to the Guild when it 
was formed in the thirties. I was given 
a plate of biscuits to take  and I saw my 
favourite disappearing but as I returned 
the empty plate, a kind lady passed me 
one she had saved for me, I can taste it 
still. On a Saturday afternoon there was 
a playtime for pre-school children so 
mums could get their shopping done 
and as a lonely little child, I learned to 
play games and run wild with other 
children.   

Q Tell me something about yourself 
that would surprise me.
I am a rather shy person and find it 
hard to indulge in casual conversation, 
which means I sometimes say rather 
gauche things. But I always remember 
the story of the prodigal son and hope 
that I do not give too much offence.

Q What part has faith played in your 
life? 
Faith was always in my life, I was 
surrounded by parents and friends 

who believed, so it was there all the 
time. But it was my own choice to join 
the church as it seemed to me that 
faith provided a strength to deal with 
whatever life threw at you. Faith was 
what made you think of others and not 
just of yourself. I can remember the 
tears of Lanark women during the war 
and the services on Sunday evenings 
when the news of Dunkirk and the 
fall of Singapore came through. I did 
not understand but I knew there was 
something supporting and holding. I 
still don’t understand why evil exists 
but we must believe that we can deal 
with it and that the strength to do 
so comes from Jesus our Lord and 
Brother.
Q What are your hobbies and 
pastimes?
I love gardening but am finding it 
difficult now but truly find that I am 
closer to God among the growing 
things, even the weeds. I also read, 
sew and knit so that problems with my 
eyes worries me a lot.

Q Favourite place to visit and why?
My favourite holiday spots are quite 
beautiful mountainous areas like 
Alaska or Norway but my favourite time 
was sailing up the west coast of New 

Zealand’s 
S o u t h 
I s l a n d 
and also 
s a i l i n g 
r o u n d 
C a p e 
Horn in a 
gale. 

Greyfriars Profile - Sheena Thomson

mums and dads 
work on their 
relationships when 
at times they can 
be going through 
a very exciting, but 
totally exhausting 
time. The aim is 
to help them stick 
together and strengthen family life.

Our evenings have finished for this 
year, but we still have our Summer 
lunch at the Inn on the  Loch on 
18th May and The Presbyterial 
Summer Rally is in St Brides Church 
in Douglas on 3rd June at 7.30pm.

Well, we will be back in September so 
watch this space, and we hope you 
will feel welcome to come and join us.
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Since our last report, we have held a 
series of very successful events. The 
pre Christmas Coffee Morning was a 
great success.  It was well attended and 
people complimented us on the warm 
atmosphere as well as the amazing 
selection of Christmas goodies. The 
final total raised was just short of £800.  

In February we held our third 
Chocolate Morning it too was well 
supported, everyone was astounded 
at the variety of chocolate creations, 
a real chocoholic’s dream!  It raised 
£700.

Our	most	successful	venture	on	2016	
was The Farmers’ Wives Choir, our 
joint venture with St Nicholas. The 
concert was very well attended, the 
choir has a huge local support, and 
they entertained us with a variety of 
music interspersed with humorous 
stories from the compere. Our share 
amounted to £1300.

Our next venture, and my last, is our 
Champagne Afternoon Tea on the 
21st May from 2 till 4 pm.  I hope it’s as 
successful as last years.

On a more downbeat note, I’m deeply 
disappointed in the congregation’s 
response to the calendar, created in 
response to the very successful flower 
festival.  The fundraisers group is a very 
small one and we’re working very hard, 
sometimes to the point of exhaustion, 
to raise funds to help keep the church 
financially afloat and it’s particularly 
disheartening when members of the 
congregation can’t see their way to 
spending £5 on a calendar. At the 
moment we have not even covered the 
outlay for the printing of the calendar!! 
If this has pricked your conscience, 
you can still salve it by buying one!

But now we need YOUR help...

Greyfriars Fundraisers
Liz Ivison is stepping down as the 
leader of the Fund Raising Team. Liz 
has lead this group through a number 
of happy and very successful events 
in her own inimitable style raising 
thousands of pounds for church funds. 
As a congregation we cannot thank 
her enough for her tireless efforts, hard 
work, and skills in making the team 
work extremely well together. Thank 
you, Liz.

Fund raising is absolutely crucial for our 
church and so we need assistance in 
going forward. There are two possible 
ways to address the issue. The first and 
obvious way is for someone to take on 
the role of fund raising team leader. 
The second way is for small groups to 
organise individual events.

So this is the plea! Please consider 
what you can do to help our church. 
You can speak to any elder with your 
ideas, however vague they may be.   

Graham Chapman

Session Clerk

Gardening Round Up
Surely it should get a little 
warmer now that we have had 
a fall of snow!?  The good thing 
is that all our gardens look the 
same!

Last weekend, I went to 
Harrogate Flower Show – it was 
spectacular – lots of new plants 
on display but nothing suitable 
for our gardens except shrubs.
This is the time to remember all 
the tips we got from Alan Boyd 
last year about our lawn.

The only plants I have ready at 
this time of the year are “Sweet 
Peas” and some “Sweet William” 
for later in the year.

Plug plants are already in the 
shops.  You can plant your tubs 
and hanging baskets but they 
will need to be kept inside until 
the end of May when you will 
have a good start for summer.  
I would recommend covering 
them with a newspaper at night 

– I’m fortunate enough to have 
a glass house where I can lift 
the tubs out during the day if it’s 
mild.

That’s about it for now!  Speak 
to you later in the year.

Happy gardening!
Your Amateur Gardener

Wrigglers
Wrigglers continue to meet every 
Monday and Friday in the hall 
between 9.45 and 11.15am. The 
group is open to any parent or 
carer with a baby and/or toddler 
from birth. 
Sessions include creative and 
imaginative play for the children, 
with a craft activity on offer each 
week and an area dedicated to 
under 1’s.  

Children are offered toast and fruit 
with refreshments also provided 
for the adults. 
The group currently has spaces 
for immediate start in the Monday 
sessions, and a short waiting list for 
the Friday sessions.  Any enquiries 
about joining should be made 
to the church office in the first 
instance.  

The Movie Morning held by the 
group in November was supported 
by members and raised funds to 
be used for future purchases and 
outings. A donation from funds 
raised has been offered to the 
church with our thanks for its 
ongoing help and support. 



Church Heating Upgrade
Over the last few years we have had 
occasions when Sunday worship has 
been disrupted by the failure of the 
heating system. Fortunately some work 
was done on the boiler last summer 
and this has given us some confidence 
that we should have a period of reliable 
service. Unfortunately the age and 
condition of the boiler means that this 
period will be fairly short. The bottom 
line is that we need to do something 
with the heating system.

Rather than simply replacing the boiler 
we are looking at building in some sort 
of security to the heating system.  Our 
original plan broke breaks down into 
three stages and a detailed programme 
of this three stage approach has been 
looked at by Presbytery and has been 
approved, subject to suitable quotes 
being obtained.  The first stage would 
split the heating system with the hall 
being heated by a new boiler and the 
church being heated by the existing 
one. The new boiler for the hall would 
also supply continuously available hot 
water to taps in the kitchen and two of 
our toilets. This new boiler would be 
located in one of the cupboards at the 
end of the hall. This higher location 
would allow us to install a modern 
boiler with a modern flu terminal and 
eliminate our dependence on the old 
chimney. It would also allow us to 
simplify the plumbing by removing 
almost all of the existing plumbing 
above the kitchen and be a first step 
to making the boiler room available 
for other uses. This stage is by far the 
simplest and most easily achieved. It 
is central to both our original plan and 
our new current plan. By the time you 
read this the work will be ready to start 

on this stage.

The second stage was intended to 
replace the old boiler with another 
new boiler that would be located next 
to the new hall boiler. This new boiler 
would be connected to the existing 
heating pipes in the church. The third 
stage would remove the old heating 
pipes and connect the new boiler to 
new radiators to heat the sanctuary. 
This third stage also required the 
replacement of the pews with modern 
church chairs and was heavily 
dependant on raising the money to 
pay for what is an impressive upgrade 
to the sanctuary.  The reason for 
having a stage two and stage three was 
that we have no choice about funding 
the boiler in stage two but funding 
stage three would be a real challenge. 
However events have overtaken this 
plan and we now intend merging 
stage two and stage three. 

As I am sure most will be aware 
we have received a very generous 
donation for the upgrade of the 
sanctuary. The size of this gift is such 
that we can now seek quotes for all of 
the work to provide both new heating 
and a significant upgrade to the 
sanctuary. This is indeed a fortunate 
position to be in and there are some 
cost advantages to merging stage two 
and stage three.

I am not in a position to describe 
all of the upgrade to the sanctuary 
as this is the subject of an ongoing 
discussion within the church family. 
I am confident that with the funding 
being in place a clear consensus of 
what we want to achieve will emerge 

over the coming months. What I can 
do is describe what the new heating 
will look like.

As well as ending up with a reliable 
modern heating system our big 
objective is to remove the old heating 
pipes. These restrict how we use the 
sanctuary and are filled with the debris 
of the ages. We can now completely 
remove these pipes and replace them 
with new modern radiators around 
the perimeter of sanctuary. This 
means that we will for the first time 
have heating sources in the chancel 
and I am sure that the choir and the 
minister will greatly appreciate this 
improvement. It will also mean that 
the new sanctuary boiler located next 
to the new hall boiler will be able to 
directly feed the sanctuary radiators 
and we will have the modern type of 
heating system many have in their 
homes.	Quotes	for	this	work	are	now	
being actively sought.

A lot of people have put a lot of effort 
into getting to this stage and clearly 
this generous donation has been a 
huge boost. What we need now is 
for all of the church family to take 
part in the discussion about what our 
sanctuary is for, what it should look like 
and how we should use it. Once we do 
that we will all be able to support this 
remarkable project.
The current view is that we should 
aim to close the church for a period 
in the summer of 2017, complete all of 
the upgrade work and re-open with a 
service of dedication to the upgrade 
and re-dedication to how we as a 
family intend to use the sanctuary.
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Christian Aid Week 
Lanark Christian Aid Council’s 
next fund-raiser will be the 
house-to-house collection 
during Christian Aid Week, when 
groups all over the country will 
be involved in their local areas.  
Lanark is divided up into sectors, 
of which each of the churches 
has an allocation. In recent 
years we have been struggling 
to recruit collectors, so we urge 
you to sign up to be a collector 

to ensure all areas are covered, 
doing at least one street. A list 
is up in the hall for you to sign 
up. Some of you have already 
helped by buying a quiz, for 
which many thanks!

There are up to 3 ways you can 
help:

•	 buy	a	Quiz,	and/or
•	 collect in your own or 

another street, and/or
•	 give generously when a 

collector comes to your 
door.

 
Marcella McLennan
(Secretary, Christian Aid Council)



Banana Loaf

50g self raising flour

50g wholemeal flour (or use all self-
raising)

1 x 5ml spoon baking flour

50g caster sugar

1 mashed banana

1 egg

50g margarine

Put all ingredients together in a food 
processor or a large bowl.

Mix well until smooth.

Put in a 2lb loaf tin or 1lb tin (twice the 
mixture makes 3 small loaves).

Bake @ 180 (gas 5) for 40mins for a big 
loaf or 30mins for smaller loaf.

This freezes well and is also good as a 
pudding with custard.

Red Pepper Soup (easy)

3 tbs olive oil;  1 large onion;  1 
stick celery (optional); 1 large 
carrot;  8 ozs potatoes; 3 or 4 large 
peppers;  1and ½ pints chicken 
stock;  salt and pepper; 1 tsp paprika.

Fry veg briefly in large pan. Add peppers, 
fry again few minutes.  Add stock, 
simmer for about half an hour. Blend. I 
usually sieve the soup then to remove 
any bits of skin which haven’t blended. 
Add paprika if desired.  This freezes.

Cauliflower & White Stilton Soup

3 0zs marg;  2 chopped onions;  8 ozs 
diced potatoes; 1 large cauliflower cut 
into florets;  chicken stock to barely 
cpver	veg.		About	6/8	ozs	white	stilton.

In large pan melt marg. And fry onion 
briefly.  Add potatoes and cauliflower 
and cook few minutes.  Add chicken 
stock and simmer till veg is soft.  
Blend, adding ¾ pint milk to blender. 
(More milk if desired). Season with 
salt, pepper. Bring back to simmering 
point and add crumbled stilton 
till melted through.   This freezes.

Birdsong

Unfocussed eyes conclude

That wind-spun skeletons

Of last year’s leaves

Are birds that hop and peck

Along cold flags for food.

But hearing’s not deceived,

And soon the adventitious

Cries of birds will come:

My ears, assailed by

Man-made sounds, will then

Quite	suddenly	receive

The small, sharp notes

In vibrant air. And so

They call, outliers in

Forthcoming plenitude,

The tumult of the Spring.

Poem

Power of Attorney - Article 3
So you want to make a power of 
attorney but you are still worried 
about doing it. No problem think 
of it like an insurance policy. 
Think of it like a will. 

You make it and store it until it 
is needed. 

You have both to do specific 
jobs in the future.

Power of Attorney

The document usually has two 
parts -  
•	 Continuing and financial 

section
•	 Second welfare

The first can be operated without 
loss of mental capacity if the 
granter so instructs. Otherwise 
only with a medical certificate.
The second cannot and needs a 
medical certificate.

How to put a power of attorney 
into force
There are three stages to putting 
a power into force.

•	 Approval and signing of the 
document

•	 Registration of document 
with Public Guardian’s office

•	 Loss of mental capacity.

You will therefore be aware that 
you only need to execute the 
deed and leave it
until it is needed whereupon 
it can be registered and only 
after that is a doctor’s certificate 
needed to put it into force.

PLEASE CONSULT YOUR 
SOLICITOR ABOUT THIS.
THERE IS A USEFUL WEBSITE 
FOR THE PUBLIC GUARDIAN 
SCOTLAND
www.publicguardian-scotland.
gov.uk
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Yogurt Loaf 
Recipe for Kids!

1 carton flavoured yoghurt (any 
flavour, any size; the cheapest ones 
are fine)
1 egg
½ carton vegetable oil
1 carton caster sugar
1 and ½ cartons S.R. flour

Put yoghurt in bowl.  Use carton 
to measure all other ingredients.  
Put them into same bowl.  Mix 
well together until smooth.  Put 
in 1lb loaf tin.  Bake @ 180 (gas 5) 
for approx. 20 mins. Dust top with 
icing sugar when cool, if desired.

Carolyn’s Recipes
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Each afternoon, after the Holiday 
Club fun in the morning, there 
was a film show for children.  
This was well attended and 
much appreciated.  There was 
a tuck shop too at which the 
popcorn in particular was a 
huge success (although not 
perhaps by the clear up team!)

Angel Airways Holiday Club was 
a wonderful week which left us 
all with happy memories that will 
stay with us for a very long time. 
All of us who were part of the 
Holiday Club: Children, Cabin 

Crew, Parents, and volunteers of 
all ages are unanimously agreed 
that the Holiday Club was a 
brilliant success and we wish 
to express our thanks to Scott 
and Helen Paget who worked 
tirelessly both before hand doing 
a mountain of preparation and 
during the week ensuring that 
everything ran smoothly and 
that everyone worked together 
as a harmonious whole. Their 
attention to detail was second 
to none and we are indebted to 
them. They are an inspiration 
to us all. Thank you, Helen and 

Scott. 

Greyfriars Holiday Club Week 
has become a tradition in Lanark, 
looked forward to by both 
children and parents.  It is such 
a successful outreach to the 
young people in the community 
and one which continues to 
connect our church to young 
families.
Very well done and many thanks 
to everyone who was involved 
– hopefully you enjoyed it as 
much as the children!
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Kilninie Club
Our club members and 
flower ladies are busy with 
preparations for our Lanimer 
Entry	 of	 2016.	 The	 theme	 this	
year is based on the Greek Gods 
of Mount Olympus.  As always 
Keith Prentice has designed an 
interesting concept for us all to 
work towards.

Our application form is now 
available. Contact Loraine Swan 
for	further	details-	01555	662809/	
07964041374,	 Swan.loraine@
yahoo.com  All youngsters and 
those who are “young at heart” 
are very welcome to take part.
We	 practise	 on	 Fridays	 6pm-
7pm in the church hall for the 
Lanimer reception, and all 
youngsters participating are 
welcome.
The Activity Club continues 

to meet monthly on specified 
Fridays	 6-8pm.	 In	 January	 we	
enjoyed Puppet Fun, and in 
February we enjoyed the Great 
Kilninie Bake Off and some 
Greek Mythology stories. 

All youngsters from 3 years 
upwards are welcome, fun, craft, 
baking and games are on offer.
Thanks to everyone who took 
part and supported our M&Co 
fashion show on 10th May. 
Happy Lanimers!

Poem
Spring Weather

I looked out of the window
And what do you know:
Everything out there
Was covered in snow.

I stood and I stared
At this wintry day
“But this shouldn’t be 
happening.”
We’re now into May?

But there are signs
Of good days to come.
Flowers in the garden:
The odd glimpse of the sun.

So let’s keep thinking
Of fine days ahead
With snow just a memory
And warm sun instead.
                                       E.M. Riddet

Greyfriars Profile - Nancy Kenny
Kirk Session and the 
congregation of Greyfriars were 
delighted to hear of the honour 
of O.B.E. given to one of their 
Elders, Nancy Kenny, in the New 
Year Honour List, for services to 
Education and Human Rights.
Nancy is a visiting Professor 
of Law, Crime and Justice at 
Strathclyde University, and is 
Chief Executive of Families 
Outside, a charity helping 
families of prisoners.
She has a background in 
criminology and prison policy 
and came to the UK in 1989 to 
do a Masters Degree and PhD 
at Cambridge, where she met 
her husband and moved to his 
native	Scotland	in	1996.
For the last four years, Greyfriars 
congregation has donated 
Christmas gifts to Families 
Outside for the children and 
grandchildren of prisoners; 
Carluke Patchwork Group also 
donated lovely baby blankets, 

quilts and handwork to Families 
Outside, and Nancy very much 
appreciates these gifts.
 
Nancy now lives in Lanark with 
her	 husband	 and	 16-year	 old	
twins.  She does not know yet 
where her Investiture will be 
held but is very much looking 
forward to receiving this well-
deserved honour in early 
summer.
 
Congratulations Nancy!

Stamp Appeal
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Needing a laugh?
I dreamt I was forced to eat 
a giant marshmallow. When I 
woke up, my pillow was gone.

Important note from a car 
manual: Backing rapidly at a 
tree significantly reduces your 
trunk space.

A professor of Spanish and 
a professor of Gaelic met 
at a conference and began 
discussing the relative merits 
of their respective languages. 
‘Tell me,’ said the Spanish 
professor, ‘do you have a 
Gaelic equivalent for the 
Spanish phrase mañana, 
mañana?’ The Hebridean 
professor thought for a while, 
then replied, ‘No, I do not think 
that we have in Gaelic a word 
that conveys such a pressing 
sense of urgency’



Resources Action Group
As you would see from the 
2015 Annual Accounts our 
income for the year did not 
match our expenditure and 
we showed a deficit of £2,412. 
This meant that we had to use 
our past reserves to cover the 
shortfall and obviously this is 
not a sustainable position.

Our fundraising group was 
very active and we obtained 
good levels of income from 
both the use of our premises 
by outside community groups 
and our printing activities. In 
total they produced £27,000 
for us which is a considerable 
part of our church’s income.

The most important income 
to us however comes from 
our members givings through 
Freewill offering and bank 
standing orders. This is 
enhanced by the tax recovery 
through the gift aid scheme 
which provides a further 24% 
of givings at no cost to the 
donor if they are taxpayers.

Unfortunately we have seen a 
fall in the level of income from 
these sources in recent years. 
While we understand that 
these are difficult economic 
times for many families we 
would ask those who are able 
to consider increasing their 
commitment to the church 
and also urge those not already 
using the Gift Aid scheme to 
consider doing so.

The Kirk Session is considering 
the need for a Stewardship 
campaign to take place some 
time during next year.

As you will know from another 
article in this issue we have 
received a very generous 
donation from a member of 
the congregation who wishes 
to remain anonymous. This 
will amount to approximately 
£40,000 and has been given 
for use in replacing the heating 
system and upgrading and 
improving the sanctuary. This 
means that the use of these 
funds is restricted to this 
purpose and not available to 
help with our normal running 
costs.

It is important therefore that 
we make the most of this 
wonderful gesture and ensure 
that the Church’s finances 
are improved to allow us to 
continue our activities both 
within the church and in the 
wider community and make 
full use of the improved 
facilities.

On fabric matters repair work 
has been carried out on the 
manse chimney where the 
roughcast had broken off. The 
cost of this was covered by 
the housebuilder’s warranty 
insurance. Some internal 
repainting was carried by 
volunteers to whom we give 
our thanks.

A survey has recently been 
carried out by the Scottish 
Federation Of Organist’s 
representative. This identified 
areas which require attention 
and we are awaiting a quote 
for the cost before the Session 
decides whether or not it 
considers that it would be 
money well spent.

Poem Stamp Appeal
Many thanks to all who 
contributed their used stamps 
to the above appeal, which 
helped to tackle the challenge 
of HIV in partner churches in 
29 projects in 17 countries, 
including Scotland. These 
projects range from home-
based care to awareness-raising 
and addressing stigma through 
education.   The stamps are sold 
to make money which helps 
people all round the world.  

Please continue to gather all 
your used stamps and put them 
in the big red box in the church 
vestibule where they will be 
collected from time to time 
throughout the year for this 
year’s project.  Here are some 
important tips when collecting 
your stamps: cut from the 
envelope carefully, using 
scissors and leaving a quarter-
inch border round each stamp; 
separate stamps into 2 groups: 
British and foreign.  This will 
save a lot of time on my part 
before I hand them over to our 
contact in Wishaw.
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Young People’s Page
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Summer Facts
1. Watermelon is a 
vegetable. As the air heats up, 
so does the consumption of 
watermelon. This vegetable is 
part of the cucumber, squash 
and pumpkin family.

2. The Eiffel Tower grows in 
summer. This historic structure 
is made of iron. Metal expands 
with heat. As a result, the Eiffel 
Tower can grow more than six 
inches in hot weather.

3. The Summer Solstice is 
when the Earth’s axis is tilted 
toward the sun.  During Winter 
the Earth’s axis is tilted away 
from the sun.

4. The word solstice 
comes from the Latin words 
sol meaning sun and sistere 
meaning to stand still.

5. Did you know that when 
it is Summer in the Northern 
Hemisphere such as the 
United States it is winter in the 
Southern Hemisphere such as 
Australia.

Sunday School
This session we are learning about 
the Parables which Jesus told and 
the Miracles  he performed.
Our young people contribute well, 
and recently designed and made a 
“Get Well”      poster using their hands 
on the design. Look onto Sunday 
School notices and          admire!
We hope to see more of our 
children in the next few weeks and 
would love to hear    from them so 
that we can arrange an outing of 
their choice in May or June.
Many congratulations to some 
of our members who have been 

selected to be in this year’s Lanimer 
Court:

Iona Kerr -  Lady in Waiting for 
Robert Owen Memorial School

Anna Trainor - Lady in Waiting for 
Lanark Primary School

Tom Edwards - Outrider for Lanark 
Grammar School

We congratulate you and hope you 
have a wonderful Lanimers!
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Minister:            Rev Bryan Kerr B.A., B.D.
Greyfriars Manse, 3 Bellefield Way, Lanark, ML11 7NW
Email: bryan@lanarkgreyfriars.com 

Administrator:   Morag Kelso
Email: morag@lanarkgreyfriars.com

Session Clerk:   Graham Chapman
Email: sessionclerk@lanarkgreyfriars.com 

437050
663363

437050

661385

For all other office bearers or enquiries, please contact the church office

Greyfriars Church Contacts


