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From the minister ...
Dear friends,

Well, what a summer it has been! I 
don’t recall such a wet summer for a 
number of years. The one or two days 
of sunshine we had were over before 
you could blink.

It has made the summer holidays even 
more difficult for parents as they try to 
entertain children in the bad weather. 
For many, this has meant extra expense 
as they have taken kids on day trips 
and outings. For those struggling on a  
day to day basis, this has caused real 
stress.

It can be difficult to know what to do. 
As a church we are here for people, and 
as Christians we are called by God to 
make a difference in our community.

The church has to be involved in a 
twin track approach. Firstly, we need 
to ensure that immediate need can be 
met. Many of us are in the fortunate 
position of being able to help those in 
need. With our regular collections for 
the local food bank, and other charities 
we try to do what we can. 

I know there are some who disagree 
with food banks and our support of 

them. I also disagree and am appalled 
at the need for food banks in our 
civilised society, but disagree that we 
should not support them. In a time of 
crisis, our local food bank can make 
the difference between people going 
hungry or not. Surely, as people of 
faith, love and concern, we would all 
feel this is a worthwhile endeavour.

Alongside the immediate need people 
have for support, we also have a 
challenge as Christians to help bring 
about real and lasting change in our 
society. So what can we do to make 
sure that people do have enough 
money, food and support?

Well, perhaps we need to put our 
money where our mouth is! I know 
there are many who hark back to a 
time when ‘make do and mend’ were 
the watchwords, when we were able 
to cook everything from scratch and 
make good food stretch. However, 
we live in an age where it is cheaper 
to buy frozen pizzas or cheap ready 
meals than it is to use good, fresh 
ingredients. Faced with a choice of 
two cheaper meals rather then a good 
quality single meal, most people on 

a budget will choose quantity over 
quality.

Perhaps our role as Christians in 
Lanark is to provide support to those 
who would appreciate guidance from 
those who can make a pound of mince 
last a week! Maybe, we need to offer 
our skills and talents to help people 
into employment, to assist people in 
budgeting, to show people how to 
‘upcycle’ older clothes and furniture, 
to teach people how to cook?

What can you do? Yes ... YOU? We 
all have a part to play in making our 
society fairer and ensuring that the 
command of Jesus to ensure that we 
have special concern for the poorest in 
our society is met.

Please think, and pray about the 
situation people find themselves in, 
and about what we, as a church can do, 
to make a real and lasting difference.

Flower Festival
The next venture (or more accurately 
- adventure) is a flower festival. 
Plans are well in hand for the event 
which will take place from 10th to 
13th September. The theme is ‘The 
Changing Clyde Valley’ and there will 
be flower arrangements to represent 
the different land uses along the valley 
over the years. I don’t want to give too 
much away, since we would like you 
to come along, but the uses include 
soft fruits, tree fruits, garden centres 
etc.etc. 

We have persuaded many well known 
local floral artists to take part.

If you have any photos of the valley 
relevant to the event, we would like 
to borrow them, so that they can be 
scanned into a presentation which we 
can play continuously on the screen.

The church will be open from 10 am 
till 4 pm on the 10th, 11th and 12th and 
6.30 till 8 pm on the 10th. Admission 
programmes will cost £5 and will 
include tea and coffee.

We plan to invite people to ‘bid’ for 
the arrangements along the lines 
of a silent auction and we hope to 
make calendars with pictures of the 
arrangements.  We’re hoping to make 
a lot of money from the event since a 
lot of hard work has gone into it.

I will have my usual ‘slot’ on several 
Sundays leading up to the event, the 
gist of which will be that we need extra 
help; to be on duty for a morning or 
afternoon; to serve teas; to sell raffles; 
to help set up on the 9th September; 
to bake for the teas or, at the risk of 
‘pushing my luck’ to make a financial 
contribution to help defray the cost of 
the flowers.

Liz Ivison
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Watoto Childrens Choir
On 27 May the Watoto  Childrens Choir 
from Uganda visited Greyfriars Church. 
In the afternoon they settled into the 
church hall where they did their school 
work, had a meal and rehearsed for the 
evening’s concert. And what a concert 
it was.  From the very first song the 
audience were captivated and moved 
by the performance of the children. 
We were all wowed by the enthusiastic 
singing and dancing of the group - 
aged six up to young adults. It was 
all too soon over and everybody who 
was there was asking when can we 
have them back.
The Choir stayed the night with host 
families and here are some of their 
memories.
•	 I had an adult and three girls 

staying with me. They came in 
tired and after a light supper they 
went to straight to bed. In the 
morning the girls sang one of their 
songs for me with all the actions 
and movements. It was beautiful. 
That made their visit a very special 
memory for me.

•	 We had some boys staying with 
us and I asked if they needed any 
clothes washed. Four pairs of jeans 
went into the washing machine 

In each edition of Greyfriars Gazette, we 
interview someone involved in the life 
of Greyfriars church family. This time, 
we went along to the church office to 
chat with Morag Kelso, Administrator.

Q: What job do you do at Greyfriars?

I’m the Administrator for the church, 
so my job involves dealing with any 
administrative matter required.  A typical 
day involves taking hall bookings; 
dealing with the accounts; answering 
the telephone; liaising with Bryan Kerr 
(Minister), Jack Lumsden (Treasurer) and 
Graham Chapman (Session Clerk).  I’m 
also responsible for the weekly advert 
which goes into the Lanark Gazette and 
for producing the order of service for 
Sundays. Our printing service takes up 
some of my time, and is a great income 
generator for our church. On top of this, 
I do the invoicing each month for hall 
lets, distribute Kirk Session minutes, and 
many other miscellaneous tasks.  

The best part of my job is having 
contact with so many members of the 
congregation and others!  It’s a privilege 
getting to know people and I enjoy 
working as part of the huge team which 
runs the church. 

Q: Tell me about your personal faith

I think it would be true to say that I have 
a questioning faith!  In all things in life, 
for me, there is no black and white, and 
the same is true of my faith.  My faith is 

based on a loving God and 
the people around us who 
live and express that love 
in their lives.  So my faith is 
very much a practical faith, 
about goodness, kindness, 
forgiveness and acceptance.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about being part of the 
Greyfriars family?

I am very privileged in my 
job, in that I get to see what 
happens in our church 
family.  What I enjoy most is 
seeing people support one 
another – in good times 
and not such good times.  I 
see so much kindness and 
goodness – that’s what I like 
most. I love that we all come 
together from different ages and stages; 
with different backgrounds; different 
political views; different values, but that 
we are united as a family, through God’s 
love.  

Q: Favourite place to visit and why?

It would have to be Kelso in the Scottish 
Borders.  Not only is it my home town, 
but both the town and the surrounding 
area is beautiful.  How lovely too that 
my wife Susan, has the surname Kelso.  
There was no argument as to who 
would change their name when we got 
married!

Q: What are your hobbies and 
pastimes?

Having a family of four, my time is 
governed by family activities!  I also play 
the trombone in Coalburn Intermediate 
band and enjoy following rugby.

Q: Favourite Movie?

Oooh……so many to choose from! “It’s 
a Wonderful Life!” -  go and watch it, 
come Christmas time, if you haven’t 
already, and you’ll understand why!

Morag works in the church office every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 
9:30am - 1:30pm ... pop in and say hello!

Greyfriars Profile - Morag Kelso

after 10pm and were dried for 
the morning. Thank goodness for 
tumble dryers.

•	 My main recollection was entering 
the church hall to be met with 
complete silence. The hall was full 
of the Watoto children, heads down 
engrossed in their school work. 
Never in all my years of working in 
schools have I encountered that.

•	 After the children had eaten in the 
hall they lined up and hugged a 
thank you to each “auntie” (helper).

•	 We had three girls staying with 
us. They were so appreciative of 
everything. The youngest, Winnie 
aged six, made friends with our 
granddaughter, who made a 
special effort to join us for a cooked 
breakfast before the girls left.

•	 We had three boys staying with us. 
We remember happy smiling faces 
and big appetites - porridge and 
cake for breakfast????  The biggest 
surprise was when we went into 
the boys’ room after they had left. 
The beds had been stripped and 
all the sheets, pillowcases, duvet 
covers and towels were folded into 
neat bundles!  We had never been 
able to achieve that with our own 
children! 

•	 I had three girls staying with 
me. We had fun with nail polish 
and the girls got to choose their 
favourites to take away with them. 
They had good appetites and 
emptied my fruit bowl. Midnight 
clothes washing and dawn ironing 
was an easy task for me, for these 
delightful girls.
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Our resident Legal Eagle, Aquila, 
shares some important information 
which we hope is of use to you.
I thought it would be useful to give 
two case histories to highlight the 
benefits of having a power of attorney 
in place.
1. Widow in Hospital
The first is an elderly widow in hospital. 
She has just had an operation and has 
been told that she cannot return to 
her own home.
She had granted a power of attorney 
in favour of her family.
The result ...
•	 The family were able to arrange 

care for her at home involving the 
local authority and also privately

•	 They were able to pay all her 
outstanding accounts through 
access to her bank accounts

•	 They were able to negotiate 
the type of care suitable and be 
involved in monitoring it.

The alternative ...
The lady may have had to go into a 
care home 

Powers of Attorney Two
2. Gentleman in care
His wife has been living at home but 
has died. His wife has dealt with all his 
needs  She was no longer there to do 
that.
The result ...
•	 There was a power of attorney in 

favour of the family.
•	 The family were able to take over 

these requirements.
•	 They were able to deal with his 

financial requirements
•	 They were able to deal with his 

welfare requirements with his 
doctor and the care home

The alternative ...
A period in limbo where no one had 
authority to deal with matters until a 
guardianship action was raised and a 
guardian appointed
These cases are examples only and 
no personal details are supplied or 
intended.
You should consult your solicitor to 
discuss powers of attorney. They may 
never be needed but you will have 
peace of mind. 

Our autumn season 
begins on September 
16th . We start with a 
social evening when 
supper is served and 
we have the 
opportunity 
to pay our 
annual fees. 

The following week we will 
be guests of St Nicholas 
Church Guild when we 
join them for our annual 
re dedication. Worship will 
be led by Bill Love and kind 
hospitality will as always be 
provided by the ladies of the 
guild. 

On October 7th we welcome 
Peter Hughes who will teach 
us some basic engineering 
... more entertaining than it 
sounds!  Later in the month 
our friends from ‘the Guild up 
the road’ will be our guests 
when we welcome back 
wonderful photographer 
Bill Barr from Carluke and at 
the beginning of November 
Dr Bruce Davies will speak 

Greyfriars Guild

... ... Stop Press ... ...
Shine Youth 

Musical Theatre
By popular demand Shine has been 
invited back to perform at Greyfriars  
on Friday 23rd October.  Tickets will be 
available in September.

Greyfriars 
Worship

Worship is at the heart of all that we 
do in Greyfriars. There are many 
opportunities to come together for 
worship and we hope to be able to 
welcome you to some or all of our 
services.
August
16th 11am Back to School Sunday
23rd 11am Morning Worship
30th 9:30am Traditional 

Communion Service
 11am Ice Cream Sundae 

Sunday
September
6th 11am Morning Worship with 

Holy Communion
13th 11am Morning Worship
20th  11am Morning Worship
27th 9:30am Traditional 

Communion Service
 11am Morning Worship
October
4th 11am Harvest Thanksgiving
11th 11am Morning Worship
18th  11am Morning Worship
25th 9:30am Traditional 

Communion Service
 11am Morning Worship
November
1st 11am Morning Worship
8th 10:30am Joint Service of 

Remembrance in St. 
Nicholas Church

15th 11am Morning Worship
22nd  11am Morning Worship
29th 9:30am Traditional 

Communion Service
 11am Morning Worship

Remember that we want as many people 
as possible to be a part of our worship 
at Greyfriars. If you cannot attend our 
services you can watch it live, or when 
convenient, on the church website.
We look 
forward to 
worshipping 
with you in 
Greyfriars.

Flowering Thanks
Thank you to Flora Bennie for her 
contribution to the flower fund. 

on his work with ‘Mission Aviation 
Fellowship’.

Absolutely everyone is welcome to join 
or visit our Guild.   So, don’t think twice. 
Get your coat on, lift your umbrella  
(you may need it) and come and join 
us. Relax....we’re a friendly bunch!
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Minister:            Rev Bryan Kerr B.A., B.D.
Greyfriars Manse, 3 Bellefield Way, Lanark, ML11 7NW
Email: bkerr@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Administrator:   Morag Kelso
Email: morag@lanarkgreyfriars.com

Session Clerk:   Graham Chapman
Email: sessionclerk@lanarkgreyfriars.com

437050
663363

437050

661385

For all other office bearers or enquiries, please contact the church office

Greyfriars Church Contacts

Material for the next edition of the 
Greyfriars Gazette, to be published 
in mid November, should be passed 
to the church office, or emailed to  
magazine@lanarkgreyfriars.com by 
Sunday 1st November 2015 at the latest.

Deadline
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For children and young people ...

Bet you didn’t know.....
•	 It is impossible for most people to 

lick their own elbow. (try it!)
•	 A crocodile cannot stick its tongue 

out.
•	 It is physically impossible for pigs 

to look up into the sky.
•	 If you sneeze too hard, you could 

fracture a rib.

•	 Like fingerprints, 
e v e r y o n e ’ s 
tongue print is 
different.

•	 Rubber bands 
last longer when 
refrigerated.

•	 Most people fall 
asleep in seven 
minutes.

McKenna Dance Academy
McKenna Dance Academy is a family 
run Irish dancing school with classes 
throughout Lanarkshire. Established in 
Carluke in 1976, the class has enjoyed 
many successes over the years at 
local, national and international 
level. The school is registered 
with An Comhdhail na Muinteoiri 
le Rince Gaelacha, a world wide 
Irish dancing body, and dancers 
are instructed by John McKenna 
ADCRG and Siobhan McKenna 
TCRG. 

Irish step and ceili dancing classes 
provide fun environments for 
children and adults alike to learn 

this traditional dance form as well keep 
fit and make friends. Classes are held 
in Greyfriars on Tuesday evenings. 
Contact mckennadanceacademy@
hotmail.co.uk or 01555 750516 for 
more details.

Come along and help us celebrate 
the end of “summer” on 

Sunday 30th 
August 2015  

with our

Ice Cream 
Sundae 
Sunday

11am
Greyfriars Parish Church

You will not want to miss this!
The Service is suitable for 

people of all ages.


